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Office of the Chief Electoral Officer, Karnataka

“":*MM“ Nirvachana Nilaya, Sheshadri Road, Bangalore-560 001.
Telephone 080-22224212
No. DPAR 16 MC 2018 Dated : 10-5-2018

PRESS NOTE

Bengaluru, May 10 :-

Welfare measures For Election Staff

The Election Commission has taken up several measures to ensure the safety of election

staff. The following are the measures prescribed by the Election Commission for the welfare
of the staff:

Nodal Officer to monitor Welfare measures of election staff

The District Election Officer has been appointed a nodal officer to plan and implement the
welfare measures of the election staff. A review meeting has been held to discuss about the
precautionary measures to be taken relating to the safety of the staff on election duty.
Training on legal and statutory measures have been given to the District Nodal Officers.

Training

The election staff is provided prior information relating to the place, date and time of the
training programme. Their contact phone/mobile numbers is collected to forward bulk
messages regarding the training programme.

Arrangements at training and dispatch centres

Special attention has been given to identify suitable place to establish the training and
dispatch centre, provide drinking water facility and help desk. These centres are equipped
with necessary furniture and basic infrastructure along with rooms. Arrangements are made
to provide food facility to the election staff as per Election Commission’s guidelines. They
were provided end to end transport facility to reach the booths in time.

Establishment of postal ballot paper distribution and receiving centre

The Election Commission of India has given utmost importance to safeguard the voting
rights of the election staff. Accordingly a centre to receive the postal ballots of polling booth
officers has been established. Details like Photo ID card, SI. No., etc., of the election staff
were collected well before time. Opportunity has been given to all the eligible election staff
to exercise their franchise.
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o Relief provided in case of injury to the election staff while on duty :
Recommendations of the ECI to State Governments

1. The compensation provided in case of death/injury to the officers on election duty will be as as
per the orders issued by the Election Commission of India vide its letter No:

ECI /218/6/2014/EPS, dated:25.04.2014 - Regarding payment of ex-gratia

compensation to family of polling personnel who die or sustain injuries while on
election duty

2. In case of death of any officer who is on election duty a sum of Rs. 10 lakh compensation
shall be given to the nearest relative of the deceased.

3. In case of death due to any incident of crime, terrorist attack or natural calamity, bomb
attack, weapon attack, anti-social activity, a sum of Rs. 20 lakh compensation shall be provided to
the nearest kin.

4. In case of loss of limbs, loss of vision or any permanent disability a minimum sum of Rs. 5
lakh compensation shall be provided (as explained above in case such incidents occur due to
terrorist attack or anti-social elements the compensation amount shall be doubled).

5. Along with this, the State Govt. employees shall also receive DCRG retirement fund, KGID,
group insurance (GIS) and all other eligible facilities as per KSCR Rules.

6.Health Monitoring

6.a. From Health Department: Circular no.:HFW 75ACS 2018 Dated:05-05-2018

regarding Health arrangements for polling personnel and cashless treatment
Circular no: HFW75/ACS/2018 Dated-23.4.2018- regarding
Healthcare for polling personnel including security personnel during the period of

election for Karnataka Legislative Assembly 2018

Services of a team of doctors shall be provided to meet any cases of medical emergency. The staff on
election duty will be able to easily access medical assistance in case of emergency. The staff on
election duty shall be provided necessary health facility not only on the day of attending duty but
also on the returning day at the dispatch centres. The District Health Officers shall be designated as
nodal officers to monitor this.

Points that need to be given special importance
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6.b. Health Safety team shall be appointed at the pre-election training centre. Arrangements like
medical help and emergency medical kits shall be made at the District and Taluk Health Centres.
Contact details of the nearest specialty hospital and the nearest route shall be kept handy in case of
any emergency.

6.c. Proper medical facilities shall also be maintained at the Election Staff dispatch centres.

6.d. The election staff may require medical help on the day of election. Hence, the Health Nodal
Officer shall keep all the details like the address and phone numbers of the nearest PHC, CHC, Taluk
Health Centre and District Health Centres handy. The doctors and health assistants shall be
compulsorily present at the Health Centres on the day of elections and the day before. The District
Health Officer shall conduct a Taluk Helath Officers meeting and ensure that all required medical
help and services are available on those days, along with ambulances that shall respond within 30
minutes of any emergency calls. The District Health Officers and other related officers shall conduct
a meeting regarding this.

7. Honorarium shall be provided to the election staff through cashless , deposited to their bank
accounts in advance.

8. Necessary facilities shall be provided for the women and differently abled election staff on duty.

9. A help desk shall be opened in advance to provide guidance to the election staff.

Help measures for Security personnel, Central Armed Reserved Forces

All necessary facilities has been ensured to the Armed Reserve Forces and security personnel who
are on election duty. Facilities like ration, gas cylinder, drinking water, health facility, toilet facility,
etc., is being ensured. As the elections are held during summer it is ensured that the centres have
fan or coolers. An officer from the Revenue Department has been nominated to overlook the
requirements of the armed forces personnel. The District Election Officer and the District
Superintendent of Police shall take out time and visit the place where the armed reserve forces
personnel are put up and discuss with them and instil confidence. Extra concern shall be taken to
monitor the requirements of the CRPF personnel and ensure all necessary measures to conduct
smooth voting by discussing with them.
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