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The concept of Lawtoons is simple: to 
create interesting cartoons on laws and 
policies. Graphics are one of the oldest 
forms of story-telling known to human 
civilization and communicate effectively to 
people of all ages. Through the medium 
of comics and storytelling, we create 
Lawtoons, depicting information about 
citizenship, democracy, laws and rights. 
The information that most people often 
find intimidating and uninteresting is 
catered to them through a medium that 
children and grown-ups enjoy reading. 
Through Lawtoons we are working to 
create a more empowered society in a way 
that is interesting and engaging for the 
audiences!
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The Election Commission has been 
endeavoring to bring awareness and 
to disseminate education amongst the 
voters in regard to electoral process. 
With a view to actively involving stake 
holders connected with electoral process, 
the Election Commission had constituted 
various technical committees. The task 
of one such committee was to focus 
upon urban-rural school children and 
female voters and to educate them about 
electoral process. Chief Electoral Officer, 
Gujarat was entrusted responsibility of 
heading this particular committee. CEO, 
Gujarat had discussed with the me about 
preparing LAWTOONs, for educating the 
people, specially school children about 
electoral process with fun and ease. This 
compendium is unique and the first of its 
kind, which simplify the understanding 
of election laws in an interesting and 
humorous way.  This compendium is not 
only entertaining for the voter including 
future voters but it also explains the 
electoral process in a simple way.  The 
efforts put in and stress taken in developing 
the stories, illustrations and overall lay out 
of this compendium are commendable. I 
am sure that the subjects covered in this 

booklet will be very useful in bringing 
awareness and understanding about the 
electoral process among voters, including 
future voters.

I would like to record my appreciation to 
the curators for preparing this LAWTOONs. 

Umesh Sinha
Deputy Election Commissioner

Acknowledgment
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The Election Commission of India makes 
significant, well-planned and innovative 
efforts to reach out to the remotest parts 
of the country to generate awareness, 
educate, motivate and encourage voting 
and electoral participation. 

As  part of the effort of Election Commission 
to create unique and innovative tools for 
qualitative education and awareness on 
voting, CEO, Gujarat decided to develop 
a comic book “Lawtoons – Sentinels of 
Democracy”.

In order to make people aware  of  the 
process of elections in a natural and 
humorous way, the Election Commission 
undertook the task of preparing a comic 
compendium in collaboration with 
Ahmedabad based Research Foundation 
for Governance in India (RFGI). Lawtoons 
is a unique project, perhaps the first of 
its kind, to simplify laws of India in an 
interesting and humorous way. 

This compilation contains stories from 
the length and breadth of India and has 
attempted to give a glimpse of what makes 
the Indian elections so unique! It touches 

upon the lives of people who put untiring 
efforts towards elections - from booth 
level officers to youth volunteers; it gives 
answers to those who doubt whether their 
one vote actually makes any difference; it 
talks about citizens who make tremendous 
efforts and sacrifice to make their vote 
count.  Each of these stories is illustrated 
by a different artist – with enthusiasm for 
electoral participation.

We are proud to present to the reader 
these diverse stories – truly symbolizing 
the Indian spirit – which come together as 
a vibrant narrative of elections in India.

Dr. Nasim Zaidi
Chief Election Commissioner

Foreward
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When we got the opportunity to create Lawtoons on electoral 
awareness for Election Commission of India, we were thrilled! 
We have always believed that important laws and policies 
affecting us all need to be made simple and interesting and we 
are so honoured to be associated with the Commission for this 
purpose.

‘Sentinels of Democracy’ is very close to our hearts! After each 
meeting with the Commission, both of us would come back 
inspired from the incidents, statistics and nuances that the 
officials would share with us. We wanted to make sure we do 
our best to capture the amazing feats of the Commission and 
represent them most adequately. We created characters that are 
relatable and realistic, developed stories that are from all across 
our country – unique and diverse as its geography. That is also the 
reason why even while looking for an artist who could illustrate 
the stories, we brought together artists from across the country 
– such that they could capture the nuances of the places and the
characters.

We sincerely hope that this compendium successfully reaches the 
cross section of our country and aids the work of the Commission 
in spreading awareness about elections and democracy while 
encouraging citizens to go out and vote.

Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru

Curators’ Corner
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There is a general trend in our society not 
to get young women registered as electors 
until they are married. 

The belief that since girls are to be married 
young and would change address to in-
law’s address thereafter, there is no need 
to register them at parent’s address is 
predominant in almost all states. 

Unfortunately, even after marriage the 
need to get them registered is often 
overlooked; thus they lose out on 
exercising their rightful franchise.

Therefore, one part of this story dwells 
on such issues and questions what true 
empowerment really means.

The other part of this story explores the 
issue of whether all private companies 
and organizations should be closed on the 
day of voting to enable staff to vote? The 
answer is a categorical Yes! 

A business, trade, industrial undertaking 
or any other establishment is required to 
give a paid holiday to its employees who 
are eligible voters on the polling day as 
per Section 135B of the Representation of 
the People’s Act.

A Day At The Parlour

Illustration: Dhruva Rao

Story: Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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This story is about the significant 
directions and efforts of the 
Commission for inclusion of 
communities/persons who are 
identified as excluded. 

For example, if a person who is 
homeless, has been living on the 
streets or any other public place 
without a roof on his/her head for more 
than three days at the same location, 
then the Election Commission of 
India recognizes such a person as an 
ordinary resident of that location and 
considers them eligible for electoral 
registration and voting. 

The emphasis on electoral 
participation by all walks of voters, 
from all communities, castes, creeds, 
ethnicities, genders, etc. is the 
hallmark of the ECI.

This story also educates about the 
‘None of the Above (NOTA)’ option 
provided in the EVM.

The Acceptance

Illustration: Ranjitha Rajeevan

Story: Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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During every election, there are some 
people who wonder what difference 
a single vote can make , especially 
in a country whose voter population 
exceeds population of even some 
continents of the world!

This story is dedicated to busting the 
myth amongst all those who ask this 
question! 

Based on several true incidents, 
the story will provide a satisfactory 
answer on why every vote counts. 

One Vote

Illustration: Abhijeet Kini

Story: Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru

23



24



25



26



27



मत-कुटीर
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On the day of polls, in our country 
itself there are a few who wonder 
how to find time from their hectic 
schedules to go out and vote. 

Among those living outside India for 
work or studies, there must be many 
who might not even bother to give it 
a thought, as they could be suffering 
from the doubt whether Indian 
citizens who live outside India can 
vote at all in Indian elections? 

Well, the answer is: Yes - they can!

Section 20A of Representation of The 
People Act 1950 says that overseas 
Indians can vote in the constituencies 
where their name appears in the 
voter’s list in India. 

All they need as an identification 
document is their passport.

Important Event

Illustration: Anish Daolagupu

Story: Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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Entering the polling booth Nirav thought of HIS Dadaji.

VIDYALAYA

KARO GE?

JAAYOGE? VIDYALAYA

36

POLLING 
BOOTH



Dadaji I remembered you and 
your concern to vote. I voted.

37

Dadaji, I remembered you 
and I voted
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The Election Commission of India 
makes significant, well-planned and 
appropriately designed efforts to 
reach out to the remotest parts of 
the country to generate awareness, 
educate, motivate and encourage 
voting and electoral participation.
 
This story will take you into the 
depths of forests and to the heights 

of mountains, across the length and 
breadth of the country, to capture 
how the spirit of democracy drives 
electors and electoral functionaries to 
contribute their bit to the democracy 
that is India. 

It also salutes the future torch bearers 
of our country, our youth, for their 
enthusiastic democratic participation.   

Treasure Hunt

Illustration: Soumya Rao, Anish Daolagupu (Pg. 44,45,47,48) 

Story: Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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Forest

44

besides Bharat Das,



Election Commission 
has taken care of me. 
I will take care of my 
democracy.

45

to the temple,
On the unpaved road leading
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मत-कुटीर

This probably was the voters’ way of expressing their 
appreciation for the dedication of the poll personnel 

towards their national duty.
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education, water and healthcare
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This story is dedicated to the 
hundreds of thousands of Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs), who take up the 
colossal and painstaking exercise of 
identifying all eligible persons (citizen 
residents, above 18 years of age) and 
ensure that they get registered as 
voters. 

This is the inspiring story of a female 
Booth Level Officer and a young and 
aspiring voter; this story will also 
serve as an illustrated guide to the 
process of registration and voting.

Kamala

Illustration: Sandhya Prabhat, Anish Daolagupu (Pg. 56,57)

Story: Prateek Thomas, Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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2000
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*

*
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on firston first
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Your name will 
be added to the 
voter’s list



No person can register in more than one 
constituency.
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मत-कुटीर
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मत-कुटीर
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मत-कुटीर
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The dedication of the team of the 
Election Commission of India as well 
as the commitment of the people of 
India make the elections very special!  

This story, set in the North East 
region of India, tells one such tale 
of devotion of a father in adhering 

to his duty to cast a vote in spite of 
trying times at home. It also shows 
the way the EC team goes out of their 
way in facilitating voting, the highest 
citizenry duty, for each individual of 
the country. 

Father’s Devotion

Illustration: Treibor Mawlong

Story: Kelly Dhru & Tina Thomas

Courtesy: Belief In The Ballot
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When we got the opportunity to create Lawtoons on electoral 
awareness for Election Commission, we were thrilled! We have 
always believed that important laws and policies affecting us all 
need to be made simple and interesting and were so honoured to 
be associated with the Commission for this purpose.

‘Sentinels of Democracy’ is very close to our hearts! After each 
meeting with the Commission, both of us would come back 
inspired from the amazing incidents, statistics and nuances that 
the officials would share with us. We wanted to make sure we do 
our best to capture the amazing feats of the Commission and 
represent them more adequately. We created characters that 
were relatable and realistic, developed stories that were from all 
across our country – unique and diverse as its geography. That 
was also the reason why even while looking for an artist who could 
illustrate the stories, we brought together artists from across the 
country – such that they could capture the nuances of the places 
and the characters.

We sincerely hope that this compendium successfully reaches the 
cross section of our country and aids the work of the Commission 
in spreading awareness about elections and democracy while 
encouraging citizens to go out and vote.

Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru

Curators’ Corner
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